
President’s Message

Hi Juniors,
Elections went really well last month and we 
have a great group of  board members for 
2012.  I am glad to be your 2012 president 
and will serve you to the absolute best of  my 
ability.  I am really looking forward to the 
banquet this Sunday!  There is a lot of  fun, 
goodies and good times in store for us all!!!  
Did you see the list of  raffle donors??? It 
looks great to me! 
See you soon,
Heidi Schmitz (and my new friend Hershey)
Co-President

Junior Board:
Co-Presidents:
Michael Magner 472-2994, l.magner@comcast.net 
Heidi Schmitz 892-8076, erik.mary2@verizon.net 

Treasurer: 
Jenna Magner 472-2994, l.magner@comcast.net 

Secretary:
Michelle Nielsen 254-5509, sblackhorse72@yahoo.com 
	 	 	 	 	   mnielsen223@gmail.com 

Members-At-Large: 
Kendal Scheiner 897-9715 valscheiner@yahoo.com 
Erika Schmitz 892-8076, erik.mary2@verizon.net 
Morgan Schmitz 892-8076, erik.mary2@verizon.net 
Will Steadman 892-8084, steady99@comcast.net 

Junior Advisors:
Norm Dunham 902-1847, dunham.norman@gmail.com 
Karen Kilian, 897-0794 
Lauren Magner 472-2994, l.magner@comcast.net 
Steven Schwindt 897-8453, rangosps@comcast.net

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:  WWW.NOVATOHORSEMEN.COM

 12/4
Novato Jr. Horsemen 
annual Toy Drive
Bring a new, 
unwrapped toy and 
receive a raffle ticket

12/4
Year-End Banquet at 
clubhouse @5pm (more 
details to follow)
LOTS OF FUN.  
BRING THE 
WHOLE FAMILY!

1/13
No Junior 
General 
Meeting this 
month

DECEMBER  2011

HOOFBEATS
N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  N O VA T O  J U N I O R  H O R S E M E N       

2/14 
First 2012 
General Meeting.  
More details to 
follow.

12/3
CGA Gymkhana @ NHI
sign up @8am /ride @ 9am
Contact Sabrina 
707-623-5062 
brinaboo_33@yahoo.com
SEE FLYER ON PAGE 6
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11/8/11  ELECTIONS OF THE 2012 JUNIOR BOARD

As	
  President	
  of	
  Novato	
  Horsemen,	
  and	
  past	
  Junior	
  Advisor,	
  I	
  have	
  been	
  fortunate	
  to	
  get	
  to	
  know	
  many	
  of	
  
the	
  ac>ve	
  members	
  of	
  Novato	
  Junior	
  Horsemen.	
  Many	
  of	
  the	
  Junior	
  Officers	
  and	
  Board	
  Members	
  were	
  
young	
  children	
  when	
  they	
  started	
  aEending	
  Junior	
  Club	
  mee>ngs	
  and	
  events.	
  Now	
  some	
  of	
  them	
  are	
  in	
  
middle	
  school	
  or	
  high	
  school	
  and	
  have	
  shown	
  excellent	
  leadership	
  and	
  hard	
  work	
  insuring	
  the	
  mee>ngs	
  and	
  
events	
  were	
  well	
  planned	
  and	
  interes>ng.	
  At	
  the	
  November	
  Junior	
  Horsemen	
  Elec>on	
  Mee>ng,	
  I	
  observed	
  
members	
  from	
  six	
  years	
  old	
  to	
  16,	
  giving	
  speeches	
  about	
  their	
  goals	
  for	
  the	
  club,	
  and	
  all	
  the	
  reason	
  why	
  each	
  
one	
  was	
  asking	
  for	
  many	
  votes.	
  I	
  was	
  pleased	
  to	
  hear	
  many	
  speeches	
  contain	
  the	
  words	
  "family"	
  and	
  "I	
  love	
  
this	
  club."	
  Everyone’s	
  speech	
  came	
  from	
  the	
  heart,	
  and	
  although	
  there	
  were	
  some	
  candidates	
  who	
  were	
  not	
  
elected,	
  every	
  candidate	
  spoke	
  with	
  passion,	
  in	
  a	
  loud	
  clear	
  voice,	
  and	
  recited	
  a	
  well-­‐wriEen	
  and	
  well-­‐
thought-­‐out	
  speech.	
  In	
  my	
  book,	
  they	
  were	
  all	
  winners.

When	
  I	
  was	
  young,	
  I	
  learned	
  in	
  4-­‐H	
  how	
  to	
  organize	
  a	
  mee>ng	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  give	
  reports	
  and/or	
  
demonstra>ons.	
  Later,	
  in	
  college,	
  I	
  found	
  myself	
  very	
  comfortable	
  being	
  in	
  clubs	
  and	
  being	
  able	
  to	
  help	
  
make	
  the	
  mee>ngs	
  fun	
  and	
  informa>ve.	
  Although	
  the	
  Novato	
  Junior	
  Horsemen	
  exists	
  primarily	
  to	
  get	
  
children	
  and	
  young	
  adults	
  together	
  having	
  fun	
  with	
  horses,	
  many	
  of	
  your	
  current	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  will	
  
con>nue	
  developing	
  great	
  leadership	
  skills	
  based	
  on	
  what	
  they	
  learned	
  aEending	
  mee>ngs,	
  and	
  later	
  
running	
  the	
  mee>ngs	
  in	
  a	
  similar	
  manner	
  to	
  what	
  they	
  had	
  seen	
  others	
  do.

Besides	
  the	
  great	
  speeches	
  being	
  recited	
  that	
  night,	
  there	
  was	
  an	
  air	
  of	
  respect	
  from	
  all	
  the	
  members	
  during	
  
the	
  speeches.	
  No	
  one	
  was	
  talking	
  or	
  fidge>ng.	
  It	
  was	
  very	
  grown-­‐up,	
  and	
  they	
  honored	
  those	
  who	
  wrote	
  
their	
  speeches	
  by	
  listening	
  to	
  them	
  with	
  both	
  ears.	
  (This	
  goes	
  for	
  the	
  parents	
  as	
  well:	
  everyone	
  was	
  on	
  
excellent	
  behavior).	
  My	
  hat	
  is	
  off	
  to	
  every	
  member	
  who	
  overcomes	
  doubt	
  and	
  stands	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  a	
  club	
  house	
  
full	
  of	
  members	
  and	
  parents	
  and	
  gives	
  a	
  speech,	
  a	
  demonstra>on,	
  or	
  shares	
  a	
  thought	
  or	
  feeling	
  about	
  a	
  
subject.	
  Every	
  one	
  of	
  you	
  has	
  that	
  ability,	
  and	
  by	
  being	
  respec[ul	
  of	
  others,	
  it	
  is	
  only	
  natural	
  that	
  others	
  will	
  
be	
  respec[ul	
  of	
  you.

I	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  many	
  more	
  years	
  watching	
  each	
  of	
  you	
  not	
  only	
  become	
  beEer	
  horsemen	
  and	
  
horsewomen,	
  but	
  also	
  watching	
  you	
  grow	
  into	
  mature	
  and	
  fun-­‐loving	
  adults.

Thank	
  You
Gary





CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
2012 NOVATO JUNIOR HORSEMEN 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

President:  Heidi Schmitz

Vice President: Michael Magner

Treasurer: Will Steadman

Secretary: Kendal Scheiner

Members At Large:  
Ingrid Borgeson, McKenna Caramucci, Allie Drosihn, 
Kyndal Hart, & Jenna Magner

Board Members are expected to attend all Board meetings (currently the 4th Monday of  each 
month) and all General meetings (2nd Tuesday of  each month except Jan and Dec).  

The 2012 Novato Junior Horsemen Advisor’s are:
Lauren Magner

Val Scheiner
Kristi Steadman

They will most certainly be reaching out to you for your assistance.  Please consider volunteering 
to chair something!  



ATTENTION!
There is not a December  meeting!  Instead, there will be an 

awards banquet for all the Juniors, their families,  and friends 
on Sunday, December 4,  2011 at 5pm.  

(Don’t forget to RSVP and let us know how many of  you are 
coming and what dessert you can  bring).   

From the co-president:
Hey	
  everyone,
I	
  just	
  want	
  to	
  say	
  I	
  have	
  had	
  a	
  great	
  year	
  as	
  your	
  co-­‐	
  president.	
  I	
  
hope	
  you	
  are	
  all	
  coming	
  to	
  the	
  awards	
  banquet,	
  I	
  heard	
  there	
  are	
  
going	
  to	
  be	
  great	
  raffle	
  prizes	
  and	
  awards.	
  J	
  I	
  am	
  looking	
  forward	
  
to	
  coming	
  back	
  next	
  year	
  as	
  your	
  vice	
  president	
  and	
  am	
  looking	
  
forward	
  to	
  another	
  great	
  year	
  with	
  everyone.	
  I	
  want	
  to	
  wish	
  you	
  all	
  
a	
  happy	
  holidays	
  and	
  I	
  hope	
  you	
  guys	
  all	
  had	
  a	
  great	
  thanksgiving.

Michael	
  Magner
Co-President

Sunshine Committee: If  someone you know needs a little extra sunshine in his or her 
life, contact Erika Schmitz or Kendal Scheiner (see contact info on page 1). These 2 girls 
would love to send a card to put a smile back on your friend’s face. An example of  this 
would be for birthdays, graduations, getting their first horse or maybe a fellow junior 
member has lost a favorite pet, family member or friend  IN 2012, ERIKA SCHMITZ & 
CLAIRE STEPHENS WILL BE THE SUNSHINE COMMITTEE!

December Birthdays!!
12/5 - Jacob Hart
12/11 - Heidi Schmitz
12/21 - Leah Sache
12/25 - Gabby Genhert-Stiehler





Membership for 2012 is being accepted and will 
be valid until 2013!
Don’t forget to renew your junior membership.  It 
is $20 to join/renew.  If  you have any friends that 
want to join, the membership forms are on the 
website and at the end of  this newsletter. Invite 
them and their parents to come to a meeting to 
see what the club is all about.



   2012   NOVATO JUNIOR HORSEMEN 2012

New Member _____________ Date ___________ Renewal_______________
Name of Member ___________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________ 
Phone: ____________ Emergency Phone: ______________ E-Mail:__________________ 
Age: ________ Birthdate: ____________________
Mother’s Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________________________ 
Phone: ____________________________ Emergency Phone: ______________________ 
Father’s Name: ____________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________________________ 
Phone: ____________________________ Emergency Phone: ______________________
Would you prefer to receive your newsletter by e-mail? ⁪ Yes ⁪ No E-mail address to send newsletter to: 
_______________________
Members Interests:
⁪ Schooling Shows ⁪ Trail Rides ⁪ Cattle Events ⁪ Gymkhanas ⁪ Overnight Rides ⁪ Team Penning ⁪ 
Color Guard ⁪ Clinics ⁪ Drafting ⁪ Fundraising ⁪ Parade ⁪ Cutting
⁪ Playday  ⁪ Field Trips ⁪ Team Roping ⁪ Drill Team ⁪ Other _____________________
Club Affiliations & Memberships:
⁪ CSHA ⁪ CGA ⁪ US Pony Club ⁪ NBHA ⁪ 4-H ⁪ Dressage ⁪ PRDC ⁪ High School Rodeo ⁪ AVA 
Vaulting ⁪ Hunter Jumper ⁪ Driving ⁪ Other _________________________
My parents would like to fulfill their volunteer obligation by helping with:
⁪ Education ⁪ Guest Speaker ⁪ Schooling Show ⁪ Committee Chairperson ⁪ Awards Banquet ⁪ 
Playday  ⁪ Fundraising ⁪ Pre-Meeting Activity ⁪ Movie Night ⁪ Dinner for Junior Meeting ⁪ Fieldtrip 
Chaperone ⁪ Luau ⁪ Trail Rides ⁪ Snack Shack ⁪ Newsletter ⁪Other ___________
Parents: You agree that by allowing your child(ren) to join Novato Junior Horsemen that you will 
volunteer a minimum of 4 hours in 2011. Parental participation is strongly encouraged. The success of 
the club and its members is reliant upon your direct involvement. Agreed by:
______________________ ______________________ ______________________ 
Signature of Junior  Signature of Parent  Signature of Parent

Annual Dues (payable to Novato Jr. Horsemen)
On or before April 1st $20 for first child $15 for additional child After April 1st $25 for first 
child $20 for additional child

Please bring this completed form to the next meeting or mail to: Novato Junior Horsemen 
c/o Mary Schmitz 11 San Carlos Way, Novato, CA 94945

*Please Note* if you are a new member, you must attend a General Meeting within 60 days of the date of your 
application to be “voted in” by the general membership or you forfeit your membership privileges and dues.



WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY, ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT
I (we) am (are) voluntarily entering into the following agreement with NOVATO HORSEMEN, INC. and/or NOVATO JUNIOR HORSEMEN (“NJH's”) together with their 
sponsors, property owners, officials, and affiliates and their respective directors, officers, employees, agents, volunteers, representatives, and affiliated persons or entities 
(all of these persons and entities will collectively be referred to in this agreement as "NHI").
In addition to myself (ourselves), I (we) also make this agreement on behalf of the following persons who are my (our) children or legal wards (under 18 years of age). 
These persons may attend or participate in open events sponsored or organized by NHI or closed events of members of NHI, and I (we) agree to bind them to this 
agreement. :
Child’s Name. __________________________________ Age: _____ Child’s Name. ___________________________________________ Age: _____
All parts of this agreement shall apply to me (us) and the children/legal wards listed above. [We will collectively call ourselves “I”, “me”, “my”, “we”, “us” or “our” 
throughout this agreement.] This agreement shall be binding at all times, now and in the future, when NHI permits me (us) (directly or indirectly) to attend or participate in 
events sponsored or organized by NHI at any location.
In consideration of NHI allowing me (us) and/or my (our) minor children or legal wards to attend or participate in events sponsored or organized, in whole or in part, by 
NHI, I (we) agree as follows:
1. EXPRESS ASSUMPTION OF RISKS. When preparing for, entering, attending, participating in, or leaving events sponsored or organized in whole or in part by NHI. 
Horses, mules and ponies are unpredictable by nature. F or example, when frightened, angry, or under stress, the natural instincts of a horse, mule or pony are to jump 
forward or sideways, or run away from danger by trotting or galloping. Horses, mules and ponies are also known to kick, buck, rear up, spin around, strike, or bite. I (we) 
know that horses, mules or ponies can do these things without warning. I (we) also understand that all horses, mules and ponies are powerful and could have the potential to 
be dangerous to people who ride, handle, or are around them.
Further , I (we ) understand that riding, handling, or being near a horse, mule or pony can expose me (us ) to numerous hazards, which could include, for example: the 
propensity of a horse, mule or pony to behave in ways that may result in injury, harm, or death to persons around them; the unpredictability of a horse, mule or pony's 
reaction to sounds, sudden movements, and unfamiliar objects, persons, or other animals; certain hazards such as surface or subsurface conditions on the land; and/or 
collisions with other horses, mules, cattle, ponies, or objects. I (we) understand that these risks and dangers can occur with or without negligence on part of NHI, and I (we) 
expressly agree to assume all of these risks. I (we) also understand that these are just some risks, and I (we) agree to assume others; I (we) am (are) not relying on NHI to 
list all possible risks for me (us).
2. WAIVER AND LIABILITY RELEASE. As lawful consideration for being permitted to attend or participate in events sponsored or organized, in whole or in part, by NHI 
at any location, now and in the future, I (we) agree to assume full responsibility for any and all bodily injuries or damages which I (we) may sustain when engaging in these 
and other activities caused by the ordinary negligence of NHI. The term "damages" means, for example, medical expenses; losses incurred because of bodily injuries or 
property damages, and/or personal property damages. I (we), for my (our) heirs, administrators, personal representatives, agents, and assigns, waive, release, discharge, and 
covenant not to sue Novato Horsemen, Inc. and/or Novato Junior Horsemen, together with their sponsors, property owners, officials, and affiliates and their respective 
directors, officers, employees, agents, volunteers, representatives, affiliated persons or entities, and others acting on their behalf of and from any and all claims, damages, 
actions, omissions, suits, or causes of action (present and future), whether or not the claims are known or unknown, arising out of the ordinary negligence of any of these 
parties.
3. INDEMNITY AGREEMENT. I (we) also agree to indemnify and hold harmless Novato Horsemen, Inc. and/or Novato Junior Horsemen, together with their sponsors, 
property owners, officials, and affiliates and their respective directors, officers, employees, agents, volunteers, representatives, affiliated persons or entities, and other acting 
on their behalf against all damages which are sustained or suffered by any third person(s) [people who are not parties to this Agreement, including, but not limited to, 
participants, spectators, visitors, guests, or others], including any and all injuries or damages whatsoever that I(we) [or my(our) horse(s), mule(s) or pony(ies)] may cause, 
directly or indirectly, while attending or participating in events sponsored or organized in whole or in part by NHI. The indemnity shall include reimbursement of NHI's 
attorney fees and court costs.
4. PROTECTIVE HEADGEAR. For my protection, NHI advises me (us) to consider purchasing and wearing properly fitted and secured ASTM-standard/SEI-certified 
protective equestrian headgear when riding or when near horses or ponies I (we) am (are) not relying on NHI to monitor my (our) compliance with this suggestion, and I 
(we) understand that NHI will not check my (our) helmet (if I(we) wear one) or provide one for me (us) (if I (we) do not).
5. MISCELLANEOUS. This agreement is governed by California law and is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted under the law. Should any clause conflict 
with California law, only that clause will be null and void and the remainder shall stay in effect. This agreement can only be modified or terminated by a written agreement 
that is signed by the President of NHI and me. If I (we) breach this agreement, I (we) agree to pay attorney's fees and court costs incurred by NHI related to such breach.
6. HEALTH AND DISABILITIES. Many disabilities have conditions that pose special physical risks to participants during exercise. Horseback riding is exercise. I (we) 
understand that NHI recommends that I (we) seek the advice of a physician before participating in activities that involve riding or being near horses, mules or ponies.
7. ALSO, I (WE) REPRESENT THAT: • AT THE TIME I (WE) AM (ARE) SIGNING THIS, I (WE) AM (ARE) OF SOUND MIND AND NOT SUFFERING FROM 
SHOCK OR
UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL, DRUGS, OR INTOXICANTS;
• I (WE) HAVE CAREFULLY READ THIS WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY, ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT (BOTH 
PAGES), AND I (WE) FULLY UNDERSTAND IT; AND
• I (WE) AM (ARE) AWARE THAT THIS CONTRACT IS LEGALLY BINDING AND THAT I (WE) AM (ARE) GIVING UP LEGAL RIGHTS AND/OR 

REMEDIES TO ASSERT A CLAIM FOR NEGLIGENCE.

______________________________________________  ________________________________________________

Signature -Contracting Party   Date  Signature -Contracting Party   Date

__________________________________________   __________________________________________ 

Printed Name       Printed Name

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent(s) or Legally Appointed Guardian [If competitor or participant is under 18)       Date

_________________________________________________

Printed Name



NOVATO JUNIOR HORSEMEN
c/o: Mary Schmitz 
11 San Carlos Way
Novato, CA 94945

To save money and trees.... 
please consider receiving this 
newsletter by email. Thanks for 
your support!

End of Year Awards Banquet:  Sunday, December 4, 2011
Bring a friend (It’s never too late to join and you don’t need a horse)


