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 Novato Horsemen, Inc. PO Box 456, Novato, CA 94948 

Web: www.novatohorsemen.com 

NOVATO HORSEMEN NEWS 

President:  Art Yee (415) 899-1025   
arthurryee@gmail.com 

V. Pres.:  Mari Benson  (707) 292-3154  
Ben2556@sonic.net 

Treasurer:  Kim Fishman   (415) 436-5390 
kimberly.fishman@bankofamerica.co
m 

Rec. Sec.:  Linda Leathers  (415) 897-7234 
Bugsandbuds@verizon.net 

Corrsp. Sec.:  Anne Hadley  (415) 892-4985  
k9nkid@verizon.net 

Board Members: 
Gary Sello   (415) 309-8618 
gary@indianvalleycarriage.com  
Amy Hutchinson (415) 457-0115 
heydere@sbcglobal.net 
Sally Moses  (415) 827-2481 
sallymoses@msn.com 
Jim Williams  (415) 897-3966       
jtwilldvm@aol.com  
Marianne Skinner (415) 898-9421 
mmss@comcast.net 
 

 
 
 

General Reminders 
General Information – Dogs must be leashed or 
safely located in a vehicle while on club grounds.   
Chair People - It is the responsibility of each on-
site event chair to have a cell-phone for 
emergencies. 
Close the Gate- It is an NHI Standing Rule that all 
members need to close the gates.  If you see a 
gate open, close it.  We must all be vigilant. 
Club Gear – Show your support by wearing NHI 
logo’d products on your hat, t-shirt, sweatshirt or 
window cling.  Let the community know you are a 
member of this great club.   
Newsletter – If you have something for the 
newsletter please email it to Anne Hadley at 
k9nkid@verizon.net  All submissions must be 
received by the 20th of each month. 
Sunshine- If someone needs a little sunshine in 
their life, contact, Nancy Olson-Cuff at 415-939-
5005 or jnc44equipment@yahoo.com 
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JANUARY
2012

Senior General Meeting
Tuesday, January 3rd        

Dinner 6:30pm  
Meeting 7:30pm 

 
 

Dinner $10.00 
 

Jane Thomason will be serving zucchini lasagna  
(meat and veggie) with all the fixin's.  

 
 

Monthly Event Calendar 
 

           CLUB EVENTS   

1/3 NHI General Meeting – Clubhouse 7:30 
1/__ NJH General Meeting – Clubhouse 7:00 
1/10 NHI Calendar Meeting – Clubhouse 7:00 
1/24 NHI Board Meeting – Clubhouse 7:00 

  
2/7 NHI General Meeting – Clubhouse 7:30 

2/__ NJH General Meeting – Clubhouse 7:00 
2/4 NHI CRAB FEED – See page 8 for details 

 
Welcome New Members! 

Howard Schwartz and Michel Snethlage 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Committee Chairs 
Arena: Dan Milikin 415-233-0658 
 Karen Kilian 415-897-0794 
Bar:  Mari Benson 1-707-292-3154 
 Pam Fike 707-579-6297 
 Dan Milikin 415-233-0658 
Budget/Finance:  Alyssa Aubrey 707-878-2440 
 Curt Kruger 415-897-7308 
 Greg Yates 415-725-5037 
Bylaws:  Sally Moses 415-827-2481 
 Greg Yates 415-725-5037 
 Jim Williams 415-987-3966 
Calendar:  Karen Kilian 415-897-0794 
CSHA:  Mary Shannon 415-652-5353 
Custodian:  
Employment:  Jim Williams 415-987-3966 
Fundraising Sally Moses 415-827-2481   
Grounds:  Dan Milikin 415-233-0658 
Insurance:  Tina Georgeson 415-892-5336 
Junior Advisors: Lauren Magner 415-472-2994 
 Krista Steadman 415-892-8084 
 Val Scheiner 415-897-9715 
Membership:  Jana Hefner 415-897-3955 
Merchandise: Sally Moses 415-827-2481 
Sunshine: Nancy Olson-Cuff 415-939-5005 
Trail Boss: Mary Shannon 415-652-5353 ? 
Volunteer   
Coordinator:  Marianne Skinner 415-898-9421 
Website: Jeri Ireland 415-883-2330 
 

Event Chairs 
Blue Grass  
Festival:  Jim Williams 415-987-3966 
Boots & Buckles: Susan Atamaniuk 415-382-0101 
 Amy Hutchinson 415-517-3907 
Cattle Guy:  Scott Colvin 415-897-8438 
Cowboy Mounted   
Shooting: Dan Milikin 415-233-0658 
Gymkhana:  
Play days: Dave Hambly 
Halloween: Collette Patt 707-623-0945 
 Jim Williams 415-987-3966 
Parade:  
Team Penning: Jon Fix 415-608-2982 
Western Day:  

 

 

I’m excited to be President of such a great organization 
dedicated to promoting Horsemanship& our youth. I first 
got involved with Novato Horsemen’s Inc. when my 
daughter was 8 years old, 24 years ago. The Junior 
Horsemen’s gave my daughter, Leanna, many great 
opportunities including her term as President of NJH. I 
knew one day I would also have to step up& run for 
president but I always had many excuses not to…. I was 
too busy, not the right time…  
Owning a horse and being a member of NHI have been 
very important influences in my life. Both have helped 
me to become a better person, more patient, a better 
listener, more disciplined, better communicator, able to 
set boundaries, more consistency… all important lessons 
that I hope will allow me to serve the Club in a 
productive way.  
I feel very fortunate that the Board of Directors this 
coming year have many years of expertise and dedication 
to our Club.  Last Sunday all of the 2011 and 2012 board 
members met with me to begin the process of planning 
our goals for 2012. 
I want to invite every member of NHI to email me and 
share what you would like to see happen to your club this 
coming year. This is a volunteer organization and 
requires volunteers to keep it running. It’s time, if you 
haven’t already, to step up and make our Club what the 
general membership wants not only for this year but also 
for the years to come. 
My theme for 2012 is HARMONY my definition: to fit 
together in unity & friendship. Let’s have a fun year.   
Art Yee 

 
Club News 
WELCOME TO THE 2012 
NHI COMMITTEE CHAIRS! 
A big thank you to all the 

members who have stepped up and volunteered their 
time to chair a committee next year!  We still have 
lots of empty spots!  They will need lots of help so 
please consider joining a committee! 

 
 

President’s Message 
From Art Yee 
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Club News (continued) 
.SUPPORT YOUR CLUB –  
WEAR YOUR COLORS! 
Our new sweatshirts and teeshirts are here, 

with our name on the front and our 3-horse logo on the back.  
We’ve got ball caps too!  All are available for sale at 
membership meetings, and by request to Sally Moses at 
415.827.2481 or sallymoses@msn.com. 

 

MANURE CARTS  The club 
bought two manure carts to help keep 
the grounds clean, please help out by 
using them!  One is in the parking lot 
area and the other is for the horse 
pens.  If you use horse pens, 

 please clean them up before you leave so they are ready for 
the next person.  Thanks for your help! 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS.  
2012 Membership renewal applications are 
requested.  Please take a moment to look 
at the volunteer section and check any 
events for which you would be willing to  
volunteer.  Remember, renewals received after NHI’s March 
meeting are subject to the initiation fee.  So, don’t wait, 
complete the attached application and mail it to Novato 
Horsemen, Inc., P.O. Box 456, Novato, CA 94948 or drop it off 
in person at any General Meeting. 

ADVERTISING.  With the New Year 
quickly approaching, it’s time to think about 
advertising your business card in our 
newsletter.  Let me know by January 31st  so  

you can take advantage of our 12 months for the price of 
10 promotion, that's only $100 for a full year of advertising 
(or upgrade to a quarter page ad for only $125 a year)!  
Consider that you get an audience of 350+ members and 
our newsletter goes out to PRDC, CSHA, MHC and others. 
Please support the newsletter and our club by advertising 
here.  Contact Anne Hadley at (415) 892-4985 or 
k9nkid@verizon.net for information.  Space is limited. 
 

CLUBHOUSE FLOORING.  The BOD 
has discussed refinishing of the floors and 
bar in the clubhouse.  This will be voted 
on at the Jan meeting.  The 2011 BOD 
supports an amount of $5600 to be 
budgeted for such expense in 2012. 
 

2012 CALENDAR MEETING 
Come join us on January 11th to get  
your events on the 2010 calendar. 

 

 

 

 

December General Meeting Minutes 
Respectfully Submitted by Linda Leathers 
Date: December 3, 2011 
Place: Clubhouse 
Time: 7:41pm 
BOD Present: Gary, Greg, Alyssa, Mary, Linda, Marianne, 
Sally, Art, Jim, Amy 
New Members:  Michele and Howard Schwartz 
A motion to accept the new members was made by Ron and 
seconded by Carol.  The motion passed. 
Thank you to Scott Colvin and Thor Bodtker for cooking the 
turkeys for dinner and all the members for the side dishes. 
Gary reflected on the club and his presidency of this last 
year.  Respecting the ideas of others was the biggest lesson 
for everyone of this past year.  Gary also recognized the BOD 
for their individual characters and contributions. 
Gary and the BOD thanked the following volunteers for all 
their hard work: 
Jon Fix for past President and all the hours he puts in around 
the club; Dan Millikin for all the work on the arena footing, 
working behind the bar and the new gates. 
Collette Patt for the Halloween party that everyone had a 
great time at; Al Nunes and Rob Dunlap for clearing Hill 
Ranch trails and leading trail rides; Mike Radest for leading 
trail rides; Mari Benson and Pam Fike for Bartending and 
organizing the bar; Tina Georgeson for her work on the 
clubhouse maintenance and the rental price rates; Jana 
Hefner for membership; Susan Atamaniuk for Boots and 
Buckles dinner; Dave Hambly for the play days; Monte Kruger 
for her high spirited volunteerism; Tom Tharsing for fixing 
what’s broken, electrical, plumbing or carpentry; Scott Colvin 
for Cattle chair, Mike Bridges clinics and arena work; Norm 
Dunham for Junior Advisor, volunteering for everything and 
his belief that horses make kids better people; Karen Kilian 
for all the hard work she does behind the scenes; Curt Kruger 
for his work on the Budget committee. 
Gary announced the four hardest working volunteers were; 
Karen Kilian, Jim Williams, Norm Dunham and Dan Millikin. 
They are role models for what everyone can do. 
A picture of the four was taken and will hang in the 
clubhouse.  All who were recognized received a scarf with an 
NHI bolo. 
The BOD then presented Gary with a top hat and thanked him 
for his wise and gentle leadership. 
Ron Witzel then swore in the new BOD: Art Yee President, 
Mari Benson Vice President, Anne Hadley Corresponding 
Secretary, Kim Fishman Treasurer, Linda Leathers Recording 
Secretary, Marianne Skinner, Sally Moses, Dan Millikin, Jim 
Williams, and Amy Hutchinson At Large. 

 CSHA 
sent the club a condolence card for Buck Azavedo. 
Art gave a speech recognizing Gary Sello as a horse whisperer 
and a people whisperer and is looking forward to the next 
year.  His mission is to preserve the cowboy way in Novato. 
The Junior Banquet is Dec. 4th. 
Tom made a motion to adjourn at 8:51 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 Joint Board of Directors 

Minutes 
Respectfully Submitted by Linda Leathers 
Date: Dec. 18, 2011 
Place: Sam’s Restaurant 
Time: 9:25am 
BOD Present: Amy, Sally, Greg, Mary, Ann, Alyssa, 
Kim, Mari, Art, Dan, Linda, Marianne, Gary, Jim 
Guest: Karen Killian, Curt Kruger 

 
 

 
The Juniors are closing their books and will present 
the Seniors with a gift at the January meeting. 
Calendar: The calendar meeting is set for January 
10th at the Clubhouse at 6:30pm. 
Clubhouse Flooring: The BODs discuss the flooring 
bids and the difference between them.  The 2011 BOD 
agreed the floors should be refinished at a cost of 
about and this money should be set aside by 
April 2012.  The 2012 BOD agrees and will present this 
to the membership. 
Signage:  The Juniors are going to take over the arena 
signs.  The sign at the front gate needs repair. 
Budget for 2012:  The budget for 2012 is presented. 
Art made a motion to accept the budget.  Mary 
seconded the motion. 
Discussion and questions followed.  The bar license 
for the year should be .  Rentals and programs in 
the budget are set on last year’s numbers.  The cattle 
program   last year but is expected to break 
even this year.  The loss is attributed to the 6 weeks 
closure due to the EVH-1 virus.  The purchase of 
merchandise is considered.  The most common sizes 
are sold out.  The expense could be about . 
The Bluegrass event is expected to earn .   
Travel could cost . 
The BOD passed the budget. 
Committee Chair:  There was discussion on 
committee chairpersons.  
Marianne volunteers to be the Volunteer Coordinator.  
She will coordinate with volunteers and events.  
There was discussion on purchasing software that 
could track volunteers.  The data base would cost 

 plus the software.  There was also discussion on 
charging  at membership time and refunding the 

 after the member does 4 hours volunteer work.  
This would cause a change in the by-laws which would 
need to happen in July and August, vote in October 
and take effect in January 1st.   
Crab feed:  The date will be February 4th with 2 
seatings, one at 5pm and the second at 7pm.  The 
cost will be $30 for the first seating and $35 for the 
second.  Last year the first seating sold 48 tickets and 
the second sold 148. 
Last minute: Point Reyes sent a thank you letter for 
use of the BBQ. 
The BOD approves the use of the BBQ by Jim at the 
Mattos’s party on the 21st. 
The stove was fixed by Mark Magner. 

The grounds need to be winterized, equipment covered, snack 
shack covered etc. 
There was some discussion on members using the overnight 
pens and the liability, contacts and availability. 
Member Expulsion:  It was brought to the BOD that a member 
who recently joined has misrepresented himself.  A letter was 
sent to the member with a hearing date and was returned non 
deliverable. 
Sally made a motion to expel Greg Sullivan for misrepresenting 
himself and joining the club under false pretenses and refund 
his membership paid by another member.  The motion is 
seconded and passed by all.  Jana will be notified to rescind his 
membership. 
The BOD then left Sam’s Restaurant and went to the NHI 
grounds for a walk around.  The purpose of the walk around was 
to see what projects the BOD and members will want to do for 
2012 and what needs to be done right away. 
 
Clubhouse:   
Storage closet doors don’t lock 
Purchase of new tables and refinishing some of what we have is 
discussed, also replacing some chairs and new rubber feet for 
both 
Front doors stick, hinges need maintenance 
Shutter for the kitchen window to dining room, estimate $150 
Repurpose dance floor in storage container and store tables and 
chairs in container 
Kenmore BBQ is natural gas and should be converted or sold 
Floors to be refinished spring 2012 
Grounds: 
Plaque for arbor recognizing Jr. Club of 2010 for their donation 
Recognition for life members and Jim for donation to patio 
project 
Emergency numbers to be updated and location of shut offs 
Winterizing work party set for Saturday January 7th. 
Drive over bridge to clubhouse needs some maintenance, 
discussion of a curb and more gravel.  Estimate $2000 
Discussion on moving the back gate to align with the turn 
around on Bugeia Ln.  Removing some eucalyptus would be 
expensive. 
Cattle pens need manure removed, some boards and posts on 
feeders repair, stinging nettle is back, gate to catch pen needs 
fixing 
Conduit around arena is broken is some places and needs repair 
Open fence behind round pen onto Bugeia Ln. needs to be fixed 
Warm up arena has rocks coming to surface, discussion on 
getting a rock picker and adding sand 
Benches need new wood and berries removed from underneath 
Main arena: 
Needs sand this year 
Gate needs repair 
Irrigation system is leaking at some heads, larger pump may 
cover entire arena but will existing system handle a larger 
pump 
Cattle shoot needs some maintenance and oil 
Snack Shack leaks and plastic will be put on roof for winter, 
discussion on rebuilding the snack shack, 20x 14 without permit 
Announcer booth has woodpeckers again, discussion on 
rebuilding it also 
Judges platform 3x8 with shade should we build one 
Lights in storage under announcer booth should be added 
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Wood on picnic tables needs to be refinished 
Mobile Home: 
Turning the mobile home to run parallel with the horse pens would open 6 trailer spaces with hook ups.  The leach line 
and septic are located on this side and would need to be considered.  Additional insurance for trailer hook ups would also 
need to be considered. 
Adjourn 1:03 pm 
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Classified Ads 
HORSE BOARDING - PASTURE, RUN-IN BARNS, 
LIBERTY FEEDING ($350/MO) Flat pasture and 
paddocks completely fenced in sturdy, safe pipe 
fencing. Large, light run-in barns with rubber matting. 
Feed lab tested orchard grass hay in slow feed nets 
placed around the pasture for happy and healthy 
horses or you can separate in paddocks with barn to 
feed your own choice. Fabulous location a few steps 
from Novato Horseman and miles of trails at Rush 
Creek, Deer Island and Mt Burdell. Only one other 
horse on pasture -- my very sweet, 9 year old Arabian 
gelding. He needs a pal to hang with. I am at the barn 
almost every day and try to ride most days as well. 
Please contact Robyn at 415-609-5607. 
2 DELAWARE HENS AND A ROOSTER Looking for a 
good home. Would like to keep them all together, 
all about 8 months old.  Contact Karen at 415-897-
0794 
BELGIAN-QUARTER MIX MARE AND GELDING 
TEAM, about 15.1/1200 – 1300 lbs and in their late 
teens.  They are completely broke to the harness 
and have been pulling wagons at a Montana Dude 
Ranch and in California.   This team is as close to 
bomb proof as they get.  The harnesses are 
included with the team.   The price is negotiable but 
they must go to a good home where they will 
continue to be side by side in the harness.  $3,000 
for both horses plus harnesses. Contact Steve 
Marion-Walker at semw@comcast.net or 415-462-
5548 
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    JERRY'S EQUIPMENT 
 
Delivery to All Western States 

 

450 Junction Rd. 
Glendale, OR 97442 

Jerry Cuff - Cell 541.218.6334 
Nancy Cuff - Cell 415.939.5005 

Home Ph. - 541.832.3377  
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KATHARINE "NITA" 
BRUINSSLOT 
Broker Associate  
415.878.0382 DIRECT LINE 
415.899.8400 BUSINESS 
415.878.0365 FAX 
nitabruinsslot@coldwellbanker.com 
www.camovers.com/nita.bruinsslot 
 
Northern Marin 
1737 Grant Avenue 
Novato, CA 94945 
DRE# 00514468 
Owned and operated by NRD LLC 
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Dana Cash 
Chances Are Hair Salon 

 
Hair Stylist 

 
864 Grant Avenue  (707) 703-0081 
Novato, CA 94945 

 
Novato Horsemen, Inc. 
P.O. Box 456 
Novato, CA 94948 

 

THE HUSTER LAW GROUP 
 
 

Litigation, Contracts and Transactions, Small-Business 
Organization, Employment Law, Estate Planning, Probate and 
Trust Administration, Real Estate Law, Landlord-Tenant Law, 

Probate Litigation/Elder Abuse 
BETH ROENS 
Office Manager 

 
44 Montgomery Street, Suite 1670 San Francisco, CA 94104 

(415) 984-9914                           www.husterlaw.com 

 

 

415-897-8453 
 

STEVE SCHWINDT 
HORSESHOER 

 
30 years nailing iron 

if the job’s worth doing, it’s worth doing well 

 

Our costs are on the rise again.  
Please consider receiving this 

newsletter by email. Contact us 
at novatohorsemen@gmail.com.  

Thanks for your support! 

 




