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Novato Horsemen, Inc. PO Box 456, Novato, CA 94948  
Web: www.novatohorsemen.com 

N O V A T O  H O R S E M E N  N E W S  

President:   Stephen Schwindt (415) 897-8453 
sschwindt62@gmail.com 

V. Pres.:  Jon Fix  415 608-2982   
Jonfix13@yahoo.com 

Treasurer:  Alyssa Aubrey (707) 878-2440 
alyssa@medicinehorseranch.org 

Rec. Sec.:  Linda Leathers (415) 897-7234 
Bugsandbuds@aol.com 

Corrsp. Sec.: Mary Shannon (415) 652-5353 
hicute@yahoo.com 

Board Members: 

 Susan Atamaniuk (415) 382-0101 
atamaniukwest@comcast.net  

Rebecca Jones (415) 264-5457 
rfd.rmjones@gmail.com 

 Dan Millikin (415) 233-0658  
millikins@comcast.net 

                     Sally Moses (415) 827-2481 
sallymoses@msn.com 

 Jim Williams (415) 897-3966       
jtwilldvm@aol.com  

 

Board of Directors 

Committee Chairs 
Arena: 

Bar:  Jon Fix  415-898-7797 

Budget/Finance:  Curt Kruger 415-897-7308 

                    Greg Yates 415-725-5034                               

                   Alyssa Aubrey 707-878-2440 

Bylaws:  Greg Yates 415-725-5034 

  Jim Williams  415-897-3966 

             Sally Moses  415-827-2481 

Calendar: Karen Killian 415-897-0794 

CSHA:  Mary Shannon 415-652-5353 

Custodian: 

Employment: Rebecca Jones 415-264-5457 

Jim Williams and Alyssa Aubrey           

Equine Policy: Rebecca Jones 415-264-5457  

Fundraising: Sally Moses  415-827-2481 

 Kim Fix 415-608-2984 

Grounds: Dan Millikin  415-233-0658 

Insurance: Tina Georgeson  415-328-7695 

Membership: Jana Hefner  415-897-3955 
Merchandise: Susan Atamaniuk  415-892-8962 

Senior General Meeting 
Tuesday, January 5th        

Dinner 6:30pm  
Meeting 7:30pm 

 
 

Dinner $10.00 
 

Linda Novy and Kathie Rothkop will be serving Beer 

Beans, salad and cornbread. Please RSVP to Kathie at 

415 892-1634 or email alykat2@comcast.net 

before January 1st.  

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

January    

2010  

           Monthly Event Calendar 

 

         Î  CLUB EVENTS  Î 

1/5 NHI General Meeting ð Clubhouse 7:30 

1/6 NJH General Meeting ð Clubhouse 7:00 

1/13 NHI Calendar Meeting ð Clubhouse 7:00 

1/19 NHI Board Meeting ð Clubhouse 7:00 

  

2/2 NHI General Meeting ð Clubhouse 7:30 

2/3 NJH General Meeting ð Clubhouse 7:00 

2/13 NHI CRAB FEED ð See page 3 for details 

  

  

  

  

  
   

Parliamentarian: 

Sunshine: Susan Atamaniuk  415-892-8962 

Trail Boss: Susan Atamaniuk  415-892-8962 

Website: Jeri Ireland  415-883-2330   

Cattle:   Scott Colvin  415-897-8438 

Cowboy Shooting:  Dan Millikin  415-233-0658 

Gymkhana: Marci Frank  415-898-7768 

Open Jump: Mary Shannon  415-652-5353  

Parade: 

 

Committee Chairs (continued) 

http://us.mc541.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Jonfix13@yahoo.com
http://us.mc541.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rfd.rmjones@gmail.com
http://us.mc541.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=sallymoses@msn.com
http://us.mc541.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=alykat2@comcast.net


 

 

 WELCOME TO THE  

 2010 NHI COMMITTEE CHAIRS! 

 

A big thank you to all the members who have stepped up and 

volunteered their time to chair a committee next year!  They 

will need lots of help so please consider joining a committee! 

 

 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB AND ADVERTISE 

With the arrival of the New Year, itõs time to think  

about advertising your business card in our newsletter.  

 As of January 2010, business card listings will increase to  

$10.00 per month (members price).  Run your card for 

one year and receive a discounted rate of $100.00 for the year.  Consider 

that you get an audience of 350+ members and our newsletter goes out 

to PRDC, CSHA, MHC and others. Please support the newsletter and our 

club by advertising here.  Contact Mary Shannon at (415) 652-5353or 

hicute@yahoo.com for information.  Space is limited. 

 

 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The shortest day of the year has come and gone.  

2010 is nearly upon us.  Can Spring be far behind?  

òWhen are the cattle arriving?ó 

Your new Board of Directors is champing at 

the bit.  The energy, excitement, and enthusiasm 

expressed at our first get-together was exhilarating 

(or maybe it was that fourth cup of coffee).  Most 

committee Chairs were filled.  We adjourned 

committed and dedicated to the words òLetõs get 

something doneó. 

A bold statement to be sure. But impotent (or 

at least flaccid) without your dedication, your 

commitment, and, of singular importance, your 

input. 

Talk to us, email us, send smoke-signals; the 

medium is unimportant.  Just communicate with us.  

We want and need your ideas, your energy, your 

time, (and your money; donõt delay paying dues). 

So, together, through dedication, ideation, 

communication, and right effort, we will achieve our 

goals.  Itõs that simple. And, weõll have a heckõuva 

good time and a lot of fun along the way. 

Our committee Chairs will be introduced at 

the January meeting.  They will be seeking volunteers 

to help on those committees.  Donõt be shy.  Step up.  

Get involved.  You will find it personally rewarding. 

 

Be kind. 

 

And remember--Donõt squat with yer spurs on. 

 

 

 

 

Presidentôs Message 
From Stephen Schwindt 
 
 

Club News 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  

JUNIOR MEMBERS,  

HALEY MARCH AND HEIDI SCHMITZ  

Haley March was awarded the 2009 Bill Barngrover 

 Award. Haley was chosen because she exhibits 

many of the same qualities that Bill would recognize as òspecialó. 

Haleyõs wonderful smile can barely contain all the bubbling 

enthusiastic energy within her. Haley leads by example, having been 

a hard working Treasurer and member of the board, contributing in 

board meeting and general meetings with games, ideas, 

strategies and a positive outlook. Her consistent participation in 

club activities, always while having a good time, her compassion for 

her horse, and her self respect and respect towards others made 

Haley a unanimous choice for this award. 

 

Heidi Schmitz was awarded the Diamond Award for her dedication 

and continuing growth with her horse Patriot.  The Diamond Award 

is given to the most inspirational horse and rider partnership.  Heidi 

and Patriot work as a team, and look forward to spending time 

together, galloping around the marsh, into the sunset.  

ITõS TIME TO RENEW 

2010 Membership renewal applications are requested.  Please  

take a moment to look at the volunteer section and check any  

events for which you would be willing to volunteer.  Remember, 

renewals received after NHIõs March meeting are subject to the initiation fee.  

So, donõt wait, complete the attached application and mail it to Novato 

Horsemen, Inc., P.O. Box 456, Novato, CA 94948 or drop it off in person at any 

General Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 2010 Calendar Meeting 

Come join us on January 13th to get  

your events on the 2010 calendar. 

  



 

 

NHI NEWS Page 3 

Page 4 



 

 
 
 

 

  

NHI NEWS Page 4 NHI NEWS 

 
 

NHI NEWS 

 

THE HISTORY OF GYMKHANA 
Gleaned from http://avdesertriders.com/HistoryofGymkhanaCGA.html 
 
 

Gymkhana is the action packed, precision sport of the equestrian  

world.  A good Gymkhana horse must have the speed of a race  

horse, the turning quickness and agility of a cutting horse and  

the control and responsiveness of the stock horse. 

 

The word `Gymkhana' is thought to have originated in India,  

probably meaning 'games on horseback'. The English military,  

during the Colonial period, used horses for both transportation  

and military maneuvers.   On Sunday afternoons, the calvary  

would compete in horseback games to sharpen their  

horsemanship for war. Thus, Gymkhana had its beginning. 

 

Through the years different events have been added, some of which originated in Europe and others which 

were developed in this country. Ring Spearing, an event that is still part of Gymkhana in some areas, 

resembles the knight in medieval days riding full charge with his lance aimed at his enemy. The British Bengal 

Lancer engaged in Tent-Pegging, using his lance to unearth the tent pegs of the enemy, bringing down the 

tent on his adversaries.  Pole Bending can easily be seen as good training for a Calvary charge through dense 

forest. The Rescue Race and Cowhide Race were originated by the Native American Indians as a way to rescue 

their comrades in battle. Similarly, the Speedball Race may have derived from the Native American Indians 

counting "coup" in which they would touch their enemies without harming them. The Pony Express Race, of 

course, simulates the old time Pony Express rider who delivered the mail between St. Louis and Sacramento in 

the Old West. 

 

In recent years Gymkhana has been steadily gaining in popularity. New events have been designed for 

competition between riders which bring into play the abilities of the rider and the speed and handiness of the 

horse.  A number of events such as Barrel Racing, Pole Bending and the Keyhole Race, can be found at 

gymkhanas throughout the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Classified Ads 
 

WANTED: Horse Property: Looking for a home with 1+ acres.  Call John at (415) 

847-3400 

SADDLE FOR SALE:  Jim Palm made in 1968.  14 ½ brown, padded seat. Very good 

condition.  $1,200. Call Duane (415) 897-3350  

 

CIRCLE Y QUARTER HORSE SADDLE: 15" seat, in great shape, all tooled (Acorn 

pattern), silver on the back ties, no holes in the fleece, all the ties are there...very 

comfortable.   Asking $500. Linda Zacharin, (415) 898-5060 email: 

zacharin@aol.com 

  

SHARON SAARE WESTERN SADDLE: 16" seat, round skirt, tree is "B" (narrow) in great 

shape, comes also with the Happyback pad.  This saddle would be great for a small 

person and small/narrow horse perhaps an Arab? or young quarter horse, my horse 

was Running Quarter.  Asking for $1,200 for saddle and pad. Linda Zacharin, (415) 

898-5060 email: zacharin@aol.com 

 

HORSE BOARDING & TRAINING:  Centrally located between Petaluma, Cotati and 

Pengrove. Stalls, paddocks, pasture, round pen and arena available. Call Randee  

cell 707-481-3173 or home 707-823-7048 

 

TOUCHTONE TELESIS: 1997 bay gelding by Lenas Telesis-Dam is by Mr. San 

Peppy.  Trained cutter. NCHA money earner.  2009 VCHA ranch cutting 

champion.  Great horse for amt, youth, or high school rodeo cutting.  He will team 

pen, sort, and draft.  Call for price- lease.  Available to right person.  Call Randee  

cell 707-481-3173 or home 707-823-7048 

 

SADDLE FOR SALE: Crates Reining Saddle, in new condition, 15 1/2" seat, dark 

brown with black padded seat, full quarter horse bars. $1200.00, call Jill 415-

897-2404  

 

HORSE TRAILER: Charmac Custom, One Horse, Tandem axel, Electric  brakes, 

Completely enclosed.   $900 Wallace 897-8449 , wallace.lon@verizon.net  
 

AQHA GELDING: heel and calf horse. 15 hds 14 yrs old. Professionally trained. 

Golden Palomino. Goes Eng/West very athletic. Must sell $10,000 707-338-5141 
 

AQHA MARE: barrel horse, started as a heel horse goes Eng/West used for Pony 

club. Great broodmare three gorgeous fillies. Must sell $5,000 707-338-5141 
 

SADDLE PADS: all colors and styles $25 and up. Must sell 707-338-5141 
 

CHAMPION TURF REINING SADDLE: in great shape, lots of money won in this 

saddle. $750 707-338-5141 

SHOW HALTERS AND BRIDLES: too many to describe call or email for details. 

Jungibug@aol.com 707-338-5141 

WANTED: I am desperately looking for pasture board for my 2 year old Oldenburg 

filly in Novato. I would prefer a private barn. All I need is safe fencing, quality food 

and preferably an arena/roundpen. I am a very easy boarder to have. Ashley 415-

374-5349 

 

DO YOU WANT A BUCKSKIN BABY? -  I  have a sweet, mellow and extremely 

talented and agile Perlino Morgan Stallion that I am offering for hand breeding. He 

has two mares in foal but he and I are new to breeding and are looking for mare 

and mare owners that are experienced and willing to work together. If this is you, I 

am offering breeding for a limited time for $300.00. Eileen- 

eileen.shamanism@gmail.com 
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General Reminders 
 

General Information ð Dogs must be leashed or safely located in a vehicle 

while on club grounds.   

Chair People - It is the responsibility of each on-site event chair to have a 

cell-phone for emergencies. 

Close the Gate- It is an NHI Standing Rule that all members need to close 

the gates.  If you see a gate open, close it.  We must all be vigilant. 

Club Gear ð Show your support by wearing NHI logoõd products on your 

hat, t-shirt, sweatshirt or window cling.  Let the community know you are 

a member of this great club.  Contact Mary Shannon (415) 331-2555 or 

hicute@yahoo.com for availability and pricing. 

Newsletter ð If you have something for the newsletter please email it to 

Beth Roens at b_roens@hotmail.com or call (415) 613-9955.  All 

submissions must be received by the 20th of each month. 

Sunshine- If someone needs a little sunshine in their life, contact, Susan 

Atamaniuk at 415-892-8962. 
 

 
 

 
 

ROOM FOR RENT ð In large ranch house, dog and horse o.k., large 

pasture, Santa Rosa/Penngrove area, $700 + utilities, Call Matt (707) 

235-4143. 

 

THE LUCKY STAR RANCH  (VACATION HOME) - Our vacation home 

is just one hour east of Redding in Hat Creek. A new three bedroom 

two bath house on ten acres. It is decorated in a rustic western style 

with a beautiful view. Large fenced in yard for your dogs. Two stalls 

and pens for horses and plenty of room for horse trailers and 

portable fencing. Riding and hiking trails are all over, including the 

Pacific Crest Trail, Lassen Park, and Thousand Lakes Wilderness. Just 

minutes from McArthur Burney Falls State Park, Fall River, and Hat 

Creek for awesome fishing, boating, and recreation!! Many local 

activities, great fun with or without horses. Open year round. Very 

reasonable rates at $125.00 a night. If interested call Rhoda Cash at 

415-250-4502 . Listed on VRBO.com #242353 

 

NHI Newsletter Advertising 

 Member Non-Member 

Classified 5 free $7 

Bus. Card $10/mo* $20/mo 

¼ Page $12.50/mo $25/mo 

½ Page $25/mo $50/mo 

Full Page $50/mo $100/mo 

* Get 12 months for the price of 10 if you act now. 

Contact Mary Shannon at mshannon@relg.com or 
415-652-5353 for newsletter advertising. 

 

mailto:mshannon@relg.com


 

 

  
          

      
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Willow  
Tree  
Stable 

 
Boarding ï Lessons ï Summer 
Camps- Trail Rides ï Clinics 

3777 Vineyard Rd 

Novato, CA 94947 
897 -8212  

Visit us at willowtree stables.com 
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Richard Georgeson                 (415) 515-2011 

P.O. Box 520           www.georgesonroofing.com 

Novato, Ca 94948        Lic# 828839  
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From Bar Hopping  

to Bar Mitzvahs 

Carriage, Surrey, and Wagon Rides 

Contact Gary Sello at gary@indianvalleycarriage.com 

 (415) 309-8618 

 

    

    JERRY'S EQUIPMENT 

 

Delivery to All Western States 

 

450 Junction Rd. 

Glendale, OR 97442 

Jerry Cuff - Cell 541.218.6334 

Nancy Cuff - Cell 415.939.5005 

Home Ph. - 541.832.3377 
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Novato Horsemen, Inc. 

P.O. Box 456 
Novato, CA 94948 

 

THE HUSTER LAW GROUP 
 

 

Litigation, Contracts and Transactions, Small-Business 

Organization, Employment Law, Estate Planning, Probate and 

Trust Administration, Real Estate Law, Landlord-Tenant Law, 

Probate Litigation/Elder Abuse 

BETH ROENS 
Office Manager 

 

44 Montgomery Street, Suite 1670 San Francisco, CA 94104 

(415) 984-9914                            www.husterlaw.com 

 

 

 
 

 

415-897-8453 

 

STEVE SCHWINDT 
HORSESHOER 

 

30 years nailing iron  
if the jobõs worth doing, itõs worth doing well 

 

Our mailing costs are on the rise again.  Please consider receiving 

this newsletter by email. Contact us at 

novatohorsemen@gmail.com.  Thanks for your support! 
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